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el Gobd of Van Muye made & film on a
] shoestring budget bwo years ago, It was an

action-pdventure flick abeut an ex-C1LA agent
trying bo stop berrorists from getting thele harsds
an & shipment of chemical weapons,

Zoumds like your Lypical adventure thrilles,
Except the indeperdently produced “Ready,
Wilking & Able”™ starred an actress whao is in a
whealchair and was directed by Gald, 34, wha
also warks froen a wheelehaie,

Gold, wha has a form of musculae dystrophy
called spinal rmscular atrophy, became
interested in directing ai age 6 &= A participant in
the nationally televized Jerry Lawis Musoulas
D]‘mﬂphj Asen. Telethon. She congiders Lewis a
mentor, "1 was mare interested inwhat the
cameramen were doing than anything elze,” Gokd
gald. "'Participating in the telethons gave me the
opportunity to see all sides of production.”

She made ber firet film, “Ten Plagues,” with &
Buper & camera in the seventh grade. With her
mindd and heart g2 an a capser in divecting, Gold
enrolled in the film program at the University of
Central Florida, recently made famous for
3p.iw|_'|j|1; the creative Lident Behind “The Blair
Witeh Progect.”

Watching her elassmates elimb Lhe industry
ladder thraugh intermships in physically
demanding jobs. Gald krew ghe would have to do
more than direct to get attention.

“Unbortunately, once peopte see the chair, that's
it," ghe exid "1 ke that f Twanted ta get bo the
point whene peoph would hire me as a director, [
ol have boowrite & sereenplay firat. That way
I'm in cortrol and can kire mysed to divecs.”

&he directed, wrote and edites] baa shart. films,
“Panic”™ and “Now Showing.™ When she was
eeady for a full-length film, she conaulted her
mentors, “They all sdd; write something really
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Sense of Direction

good and yau direct i, Gold saqd “So [ weote a
Hitcheackian thriller called] ' Adrenaline,’ and
they resad il and sail, “TL's too good for a low
bundges, save il for a bigger budget” ™

Froom there she went cn Lo oo-write " Ready,
Willing & Able" which was filmed in 26 days in
Orlande, Fla,, in 1997, Post-production took place
at Universal Stixlios and was completed at the
el of bast year,

"It was a real challenge b oda an actiban film
with no maney, but hopefully the canclugion k=
that if she ean do this with @ lew Budget, what
win she dowith a ceal bidget?” Gold sakd.

While doemestic deals Lo show “Heady, Willing
& Able" on tedenision or viadleo ape SUIL i L
works, Shawease Entertainment in Woodlasd
Hills recentiy acquired the intermational dghtls
and has been marketing it in Europe.

Gold directs on the set of lle levw- hudge:
"Heady, Willing & Able, which she co-wrote

film

The Click of Castanets

\' A bt of Spain comes b Canoga Park
© bomigkd when Flameneo del Futurs, &

new Famesen dancg Crospe, performs

at the Madnd Theatre, 21622 Sherman

Wiy, Canoga Park. No children under

i}, Tockets are $.25-527.50.

[313) 347-H08,
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“The only thing this movie deesn’t have isa
hankshle star," said David Jackson, pregidesnt af
Shoacasse Ealeriainment.

The main character, Samantha Martin, played
by Christopher Templeton, starts as an
abde-bodied C1A agent, bt an accident in the line
af duty leaves her dizabled, I'l'_'ll."l‘.'Lrlg' her
retirement

Templeton, whose real-life disability was
caEed by Fu;h]il:., uses a cane in everyday life. She
i best known for ber 11-year ran on the soap
apera “The Young and the Restles" and has
appeared in gwest spots an “'Frgier,”
“Renegade™ ard “Knots Landing."

1 think it's great that they were seeking a
itizsbled person for thie rele,” said Templeton, 48.
"The dizgability movements not hot anymare. It's
passe. S0 the jobs aren’t a5 plentiful as they nsed
tobe™

Gald and friend Peter Bauer sat down and
banged aut a screenplay (n bess than 8 month.

Omee completed, she and co-producer Jeff
Mazynard, who is also her fance, submitted the
film and the $103,000 budget Lo the Directar'a
Guild of America for approval, Under the DGA's
Low-Fudget Agreement, any [lm with a budget
usicder & cartain dollar amount—which varies
depending on the category —must be approved
by the union, Maynard sxid,

Gold realized a lifelong dream when she
became a member of the DGEA, thanks to the
sponapeship of Jerry Lewis and two other DOA
megniers, Walter E. von Huwene ard Jay Dubir,

She iz already planning to sheat ' Adrenaling,”
on a budget of about $6 millicn. Jackson said
Shomecase is working ot the detailz Lo
eoeproduce it.

“All of ey life I've had people tell me things [
can't do, and I abways esy "Why not? " Gold said,
“It's all about having the talent and the
willingness to fight for what yoi wanl™
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I t was a real challenge to do an action film
with no money, but hopefully the conclusion
is that if she can do this with a low budget,
what can she do with a real budget?
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