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By Jerry Roberts

am an optimist,” asserts Jenni Gold. “Some have

said that | will not be given a chance because |

am a woman as well as a woman with a disabili-

ty. But I know that the audience enjoys my films

and the way I look at it the only difference
etween me and other directors is that my director’s chair has
wheels and goes seven miles per hour.”

Gold, who has muscular dystrophy, is hoping that her newly
completed independent film, Ready Willing & Able — about a
female former CIA agent who returns to sleuthing in a wheel-
chair after a disabling incident in the line of duty — will help
open the doors to a Hollywood career.

She and her producer, Jeff Maynard, shot the film in the fall
of 1997 under the Guild's Low Budget Apreement.
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Chrisiopher Templeton (left) with Gald.

The Ordando-based Extreme Sount
Drviving Team handles the rowsh sofi
amed thie familiar TWepuest-spor actress
and longrime soap opera star
Christopher Templeton (The Young and
the Restless) plays the apent, The plot
has its Direy Dozen aspect: the agent
recruins a oeam of misfits o chware er-
rorists from stealing @ tractor-cruck load
of chemical weapons.

She co-wrote the screenplay with
Pete Bauer and plans o have an indus-
try screening later this fall. Recently the
film was selecred to open the Hermiosa
Beach Film Festival and this Movember
it will screen at the Forr Lauderdale
Internarional Film Festival.

Gold, whose Guild membership was
sponsared by Jerry Lewis, Walter E. von
Huene and Jay Dubin, has shopped
ideas around Hollywood this summer
and understands the vicissinudes of indie
fimancing and hooking investors.

“Ready Willmg & Abe is the first
action film about a woman with 3 dis-
ability by a woman with a disahilicy
breaking into the business.” Gald says,
“Bur the disability of the character is a
side note to me. We inidally pitched it
a5 ' Migzion i'm|‘1r|:c':i|'1i'c meers [ransde,”
Mow, we're talking shour selling it as ‘La
Femme Nikita in a wheelchair.!

Liokd, who has been using a wheel-
chair since the age of 7, had the first
inkling of her chosen profession through
h-l.'l.' 'l'l.:lll.ll-lt-c'lr!.' “-'\"r‘: (N} .1L"|'|."Ti|| l_""\.jI[il,'ll'l.'ﬁ

of the nationally televised annual Jerry
Lewis Muscular Dhystrophy Association
Telethon. Seeing the personnel, activi-
ty and skill of the people behind the
scenes excited her I |'|'|_,|i.;i,|'||_: direct-
ing a life's goal.

Born in Toledo, Ohio, and raised in
Miami and Fore Myers, Fla., Gold made
her firzse film in the sevendh grade. Ax
Cape Coral High Schoal in Forr Myers,
she creared AM Magazine as a film/ TV
PropecT, hl"iHJI it om TW'%s I|'|.-L'|::|-[~| '-|1||.'|r
PM Magazine. She landed Red Skelton
s a guest and filmed police areack dogs
in another insallment

While attending film schoal at the
L:I'II'-'L'rhll!.' of Cenrral Florida in
Oirlando, she !1l.'ql.ltl"..'|.| CHpMEREnCe a5
freclance mon-linear AVID edivor and
at variows produccion jobs for
Mickelodeon and Universal Seadios,
Florida. Seill, ss she gauped her success
baromerer on the classmates around
her. an idea dawned.

"As | saw my peers climbing the
ranks in physically demanding johs, |
realized that my career path would he
different from my peers. It seemed smart
o become & writer and producer. Tha
way, | coubd hire myself wo direct.”

She praduated siemma cum laude
with Bachelor of Ars degrees in both
film and radiofrelevision as her mwo
collegiately-made short films became
award winners,

Panic, a 1émm drama, won a
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“'ﬂi'\-'ll"-'I Emm-, .'hl.“'.-ll.'l.] i'|'| |_'.,'||_|1_'H-|_' CaNTI-
petition and a Cryseal Reel from the
Florida Morion Picrure & Television
Assnciarion

Her mext :|l.'.:1n|-'.'|'i|1n||1;=_r I'||_|'|'|I MNioau
Showing, paid homage to Alfred
Hitcheock's Psycho. “We shor ar the
Univiersal Studios Flerida |"-.'!.'|_'|'||_-. hunnasae,
I'm a hig Hircheock fan, s0 it was =
thrill. Financing my short films really
taught me how to produce on a shoe-
stTing,

Dwring the past decade, in addi-
IO 0 VAFLOWS writing assisniments,
Ciold developed a made-for-relevision
film called The Beverly Chapman Seory;
directed a documentary, The History of
Film Editing, for Montage Inc.; a music
video, Hip o e, for the band Pitch Blue
[am; the TV '|1i'|||r~. E).Tlrlu”ﬁ,—' andd
Cinemua-Lro-Cin

Willfulress and optimism count for
w lox, and skill and a hardscrabble col-
lecrion of rsumé accomplishments are
requisites for the climb in the business,

“Gerting the Guild membership
was always 2 goal,” Gold says. *Directing
films is first and foremese in my mind. |
always wanted to be in the [GA™

The directors next praject is also
an action pictore entitled Adrenalin,
“It's already half-storyboarded,” Gold
says. “If | had the money, 1'd start
tomaorrow. [t has nothing ar all o da
with ;||.-:1|'~i|iri|.-~.. li"-\. a Hi||_'|1|_'.\,'||_'ki;'|n.
hr'-_\.'IL' thiriller im which the women hap-
pen w0 be the bad guys. It is o fun and
sexy rde with femme faales”

"T'm kaoking forward w0 o career that
allows me ro tell @ var 12Ty of entertaining
storles. Action is a lor of fun, bt [ also
like suspense and 1'd bove g di a roman-
tic comechy,” she said. "People always rell
v b iI1'|[‘<l:~.th|.' it is to make an
inbependent film, so [ rook it as a chal-
lenge and shor an action film. People
alss say that, being a woman in a “chair,
it iz unrealistic tw expect a Hollywood
career as a direcroe. But, 1 will contlnue
to make films because directing is whar |
lwe for, | can't imengine doving .In'|'r|'|.||1|_r
else. 1 arm a directioe amd MY CArSET 15 sl

beginning,” e

Jerry Roberts, a Los Angeles—based
freelance writer and critic, is a fre-
quent contributor to industry trade
Ixpers and PREQETINeS .




